Spiritual Warfare 1: Priestly Strategies

I. The heinous assassination of Charlie Kirk has generated much discussion, much of it good and healthy, some not as much. My hope today is to provide a Christian and Biblical response, summoning us to courageously engage our culture in a Christ-like manner.

II. This event demonstrates once again the presence of real evil in the world. The Bible depicts a cosmic struggle between good and evil, God and Satan. In the NT, this struggle is described as the conflict between Jesus’ Kingdom and the kingdom of darkness (Lk 11:20; Col 1:13).

A. The transition between kingdoms may be likened unto stepping into a U.S. embassy while in a foreign country. 

III. Paul tells us the weapons in this battle are not physical (2 Cor 10:4). The question, is, however, what are the actual weapons? That is, how do Christians engage effectively in this struggle against evil? 

A. Confusion over this issue has historically led to sometimes harmless but rather silly strategies (flying in planes to pray “above” demonic interference), to very harmful strategies (forced conversions)
.
IV. I want to cover 3 sets of strategies over the next three weeks that can be mapped onto the headers priestly, prophetic, and kingly warfare.

IV. Priestly warfare. There is an association between demons and impurity. Mk 1:21-25. The remarkable thing about this event is that it’s the unclean coming into contact with the most holy. 

A. Lev 18:21-24. The idea was that sin and demons defile people and God’s temple, which can cause the Spirit of God to leave the tabernacle. The solution to this problem was the day of Atonement ritual which cleansed the tabernacle. 

B. In the NT, people are the temple. Spiritual warfare in this context is depicted as “cleansing.” Demons in this context are best thought about as gross germs rather than imps with pitch forks. Cleansing ourselves and the world can wash the germs away. How?

C. The blood of Jesus cleanses us Heb 9:14. By asking Jesus into our hearts, he comes in and cleans the temple and makes a holy habitation for God.

D. However, we are called to let the holiness on the inside seep out. 2 Cor 7:1. How?

1. Thinking about the sacrifice of Jesus cleanses our minds from legalistic ideas and attitudes. It frees us from judgmental hatred of ourselves and others. Heb 9:14

2. Meditating and living the word cleanses our hearts. Eph 5:26

3. Taking ownership of our sins, confessing and turning from them heals us. Jas 5:16

4. By getting free ourselves, we position ourselves to help others purify their hearts as well.  Mt 7:5. Additionally, the holier we live, the stronger our witness.  Part of the reason the culture has devolved so much is that the church (globally) has lost a lot of credibility and therefore influence due to our sin and scandal. 

V. Second, Exodus and Leviticus are focused on creating sacred space and time for Yahweh to dwell among his people. His light inherently drives out the darkness.

A. Sacred space and time are places and times set apart for God. Jesus made it so that every day and every place can and should be sacred (Col 2:16-17; Jn 4:24).

B. The problem with this is that practically it often ends up meaning no places and times are sacred. That is, we can meet with God anytime, so we forget to do it at all, or we tell ourselves we’re doing it while we’re really doing other stuff.

C. That’s why the Bible also tells us to meet together with regularity (Heb 10:25). When we do, God is with us in a unique way (Mt 18:20). Setting aside time and places to connect with God and each other helps fill us and the world with light.

D. Relatedly, this emphasizes the importance of boundaries. Learning how to set and enforce boundaries around our thoughts, families, marriages, etc., protects us from evil, and it positions us to help others. 

1. If I allow anyone into my garden (inner life, resources, family) anytime, I’m not choosing to give anything away, I’m allowing people to steal. 

VI. Third, the priests in the O.T. facilitated worship. Worship includes singing but is much more than that. It is the giving of oneself to God, giving of one’s times, talent, and treasure. 

A. Worship is often the most powerful form of warfare. It’s not really so much that the devil can’t stand the singing (though I like that image) it’s that the worship is part of creating scared space that the devil can’t approach. It drives the unclean out. 

B. The point is, whatever I give fully to God, the devil struggles to touch. If I find he’s attacking my mind a lot, it means I need to give my mind more fully to God in worship. 
