Being Human 3

I. We are living in an age of increasing dehumanization. What I mean by that is, we are increasingly replacing traditionally human experiences with artificial imitations. This leads to purposelessness and depression.

II. The message of Christmas is that God, the uncreated, became a human, his creation. No other belief system comes anywhere near it. Christians should absolutely be thrilled about being human, not trying to escape it. 

III. We discussed the fact that humans are God’s “image-bearers.” This means several things:

A. We are the crowning achievement of creation, and God’s offspring. Genesis 1:26-31. All humans are equally made in God’s image, not just “kings” (i.e., rich and famous people).

B. We have the privilege of partnering with God to creatively bring order out of the chaos around us.

C. We have been given authority over our sphere of influence to make our part of earth more like heaven.

IV. Last week, I explained that Genesis 2:7 means that humans are created to experience both traditional wisdom (which comes from experience and listening to our elders) and revelatory wisdom (which comes directly from God).

A. Proverbs shows that traditional wisdom paves the way for revelatory wisdom. The idea is that while doing things like studying the Bible doesn’t earn God talking to you directly, it does position you to hear. His voice always comes to us by grace, but taking time to learn the ways he speaks, for example, helps “tune our ears.”

V. All this is wonderful, but the most amazing part of being a human is that God himself became a human (Col 2:9). 

A. This is the wonder of the incarnation, the wonder of Christmas. This idea was something that captivated the early church in a way that is often lost today. They spent a lot of time thinking about it and debating what it meant.

VI. It seems paradoxical to say that Jesus was God and man at the same time, so people came up with various ways of collapsing the tension that ended up being wrong. One guy who did that was Apollinaris of Laodicea (late 4th century). 

A. He thought that Jesus had a real human body, and “animal soul” (life principle like animals) but not a human “rational soul” (seat of the mind and will). Instead, the human mind was replaced with the “Logos” (God’s divine intellect). You could sort of think of this like the small alien inside that humanoid body in Men in Black.
	
B. The problem with this thinking was that you can’t really be a human without a human mind and will. It was repeating an earlier error called “Docetism” which said that Jesus only “seemed” human.

VII. Gregory of Nazianzus, a famous church father who lived at the same time, dismantled Apollinaris’s argument with his famous axiom, “What he hath not assumed, he hath not healed, but that which is joined to the divine is saved.” 

A. Gregory was pulling on a long tradition of this idea that by becoming human, Jesus deifies us. This is called theosis. 2 Peter 1:4; Rom 8:29. “He became what we are, that we might become what He is” –Irenaeus.

VIII. This drama plays out in part in the garden of Gethsemane. Mt 26:36-45

A. Jesus assumes the broken, rebellious will of humanity, embodying the struggle to do what is right in face of horrific difficulty. As he prays, he, like a smith working steel, bends the will of humanity back into alignment with God.

B. The parallel with the disciples is striking. While he labors, they sleep. While they flee the suffering to come, he heroically walks into it. The point is that God does for us what we can’t do for ourselves, but he does it as us.

IX. After this, church tradition tells us all these disciples except John were martyred as they spread the message of Jesus throughout the Roman empire.

A. They failed in Gethsemane, but what Jesus did was then applied to them by the Spirit. They became partakers of the self-giving nature of God. 

X. All this means that being a human means the potential to be empowered by the Spirit to become like God, because God assumed our humanity. 

A. There is an actual geographic location on this planet where the revolution in human mind and will began.

B. Because of Jesus, we are actually capable of thinking and desiring like God. This doesn’t happen overnight, and it doesn’t happen without our cooperation, but it also doesn’t happen through human striving. 

1. Instead, it happens as we behold who God is by gazing upon the majesty of Jesus (2 Cor 3:18).
