Join the Rebellion 4

“Enemy-occupied territory — that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful King has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” – Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis

I. We are doing a series as part of a broader church wide campaign to revolt against the kingdom of darkness. The Bible teaches that a lot of this world is under the influence of negative spiritual forces (1 Jn 5:19; Lk 4:6). The way to revolt against these forces is by living according to Jesus’ teaching, particularly by embodying the fruit of the Spirit. 

II. The fancy word for this kind of transformation is theosis or “deification.” The early church understood this in somewhat different ways, but the idea is that the Holy Spirit is actually transforming us into Christ’s image (2 Cor 3:18), restoring the image of God.

III. One of the ways to embody Christian Virtue and rebel against the dehumanizing forces trying to oppress us is to reject the modern culture of narcissism and celebrity. 

A. In a really strange and unnatural way, many humans are now living with the intention of curating content for an online audience. This is driven by the really simple dopamine mechanisms in our brains which are easily highjacked by our phones and the likes and clicks on social media.

B. However, it is also driven by something much deeper: insecurity and dissatisfaction with who God made us to be.

IV. Americans come by insecurity driven achievement honestly. It’s at the core of the “puritan-work ethic.” 

A. The modern church is not immune to this influence. Recently, I was reading a book by Randy Clark that included many testimonies from students in his classes. As I read the book, I realized I knew many of the students that shared testimonies of miraculous things happening when they stepped out in faith. I also knew that he had read some of my stories, and I began to feel somewhat bad that none of mine made the book.

B. You can say, “Well, you have delusions of grandeur.” Maybe, but I wasn’t looking for fame with that thought, I was thinking, “If I’d been in this book, that would be a validation of me as a minister and human by a person I admire.”  I thought, “I should have done more to get more powerful stories.”

V. That feeling of wanting to be connected somehow to someone significant and therefore feel significant yourself is a driving force of a lot of history and various movements. By itself, it’s not necessarily evil, and it’s important to realize that we all crave validation. The question is, how do we deal with that need in a healthy way, and how do we avoid turning it into celebrity worship and personality disorders?

A. We all hear stories of God using people in powerful ways, or touching people in powerful ways, and we’re tempted to think, “I’m not doing that, is there something wrong with me?” Or, painfully, “When will be my moment in the spotlight?” Worse, people sometimes fall into the trap of exaggerating things or outright lying in order to achieve greater recognition. 

VI. Here are four principles that help. First, we have to remember that God’s choice or exaltation of an individual is always for the purpose of including everyone else, not excluding them (Is 42:6-7).

	A. God’s moving in someone else’s life is a promise He’ll also move in yours (Rev 19:10).

B. Sometimes the person God chooses has some kind of dramatic encounter that we might feel jealous of, but in the end, that encounter teaches them stuff that they can communicate to us, and we can benefit from even if we don’t personally have the encounter. 

VII. Two, we need to stop being such an individualistic society. In collectivist societies, like the ones in the Bible, if a member of your family is exalted, that honor is transferred to your whole family. Their breakthrough is yours.

A. When we learn to rejoice over our brothers’ or sisters’ success, it frees our hearts from jealousy. It also allows us to participate in that success. We are not diminished by others greatness; we too are exalted because we are part of the same Christian family. 

VIII. Three, we need to stop thinking that the only valuable aspects of life are the overtly Christian ones. Being in revival circles can burn you out because you start to think that the only what matters in life is going to church or doing outreach and prayer. I love church, prayer, and outreach, but being the church means being a Christ follower in every area of life (Col 3:17).

A. 90% of Jesus’ life was hidden and ordinary. Listen to my teaching, “The Exceptional Glory of the Unexceptional.”

B. The goal is to do life “with God” more than it is “for God.” 

XI. Fourth and finally, realize that Jesus is pleased with you as you are. He died for you before you did anything for him (Rom 5:8). Man’s approval ultimately means nothing. That doesn’t mean we raise our apathy shields. It means we lose our need for them because we are so aware of the Father’s love that we stop noticing other opinions. 
