Join the Rebellion 6

“Enemy-occupied territory — that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful King has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage” – Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis

I. We are doing a series as part of a broader church wide campaign to revolt against the kingdom of darkness. The way to revolt against these forces is by living according to Jesus’ teaching, particularly by embodying the fruit of the Spirit. 

II. The fancy word for this kind of transformation is theosis or “deification.” The early church understood this in somewhat different ways, but the idea is that the Holy Spirit is actually transforming us into Christ’s image (2 Cor 3:18), restoring the image of God.

III. This means that the point of life is being part of the new humanity that Jesus is actively creating (2 Cor 5:17; John 20:22). 

A. It’s a new way of being human where you, empowered by the Spirit, are motivated by love and service rather than power and prestige. We embody the ethics of the sermon on the mount rather than the ethics of the world. 

B. When Paul says, “Put on the new man” this is really what he’s talking about. Not just your new identity personally, but this corporate, new humanity begun by Jesus (Eph 4:24; Eph 2:15).

C. This is sort of like the difference between being a person living in North Korea finding some books about personal growth and freedom and trying to apply the principles, and that same person moving to America and then trying to “put on” the new American identity. The latter works much better.

D. Paul is saying, “You are part of this new kind of humanity, under a new king. The former powers that ruled you are no longer in charge. However, you still have to learn what it means to be this kind of human.

IV. How do we put on the new man? Let’s walk through an example.

A. First, we have to learn what the Scripture says about us. Col 1:12 says that we have been made worthy of God’s best blessings. Putting on the new man in part then means living like that statement is true. It means believing in the deepest places in your heart that you have been made worthy to sit at the table with all the great saints. That is part of our new identity. How do we put it on?

V.  Meditate on it (Josh 1:8). Meditation means, in part, to repeatedly think on and confess something until it becomes part of our subconscious belief system. 

A. We confess out loud, “I am worthy because of the blood of Jesus. I am worthy of God’s best blessings. I am qualified. I get to sit at the cool kid’s table.” Look yourself in the mirror in the eyes and tell yourself what God says about you. Agreeing with God is not pride, it’s humility.

B. Meditation also includes visualizing or using your imagination to picture yourself experiencing the reality of what the Bible says. 

1. For example, you can imagine yourself sitting down next to Moses in heaven eating dinner with Jesus. Imagine someone you admire giving you a large amount of money and imagine yourself just receiving it and saying, “Thank you.” By using your imagination to picture your future in a positive way, you can cue yourself to respond the right way in given situations.

VI. Hold onto it at the precise moment when our new identity is being tested. The devil always comes to test our identity (Mt 4:1-11).

A. The first test has to do with need. The question is, “Why do you have a need if you really are a beloved son?” Jesus’ response, “My identity is not in whether or not all my physical needs are met. It’s in the Word that God speaks.” Notice that God did not speak anything during the test. The Word came before and Jesus held onto it during the test.

B. The second test has to do with trying to prove yourself. The question is, “If you’re really a beloved son, prove it to me” (Ex 17:7). Jesus’ response, “I don’t have to prove to you that God is with me.” The need to prove something to other people is rooted in the need to prove something to ourselves.

C. The 3rd test has to do with shortcuts to our purpose. The question is, “Do you believe you really are called to this and can do it the hard way? Or shouldn’t you just take the shortcut?” Jesus’ response, “If I just lead a life of worship, the rest will take care of itself.”

VII. Surround yourself with people who will call out the gold in you and treat you according to your value in Jesus (1 Cor 15:33).

VIII. Act on what the Word says about you.

A. People quite frequently miss out on being a part of what God is doing simply because they won’t get in the game. I’ve got good news—you’re on the team! You belong, so get in there and mess something up, God isn’t going to put you on the bench.

B. When you have opportunities to do what God has called you to do, recognize that and do it in confidence that Jesus purchased for you a seat at the table.
