Join the Rebellion 7: Rebelling Against the Spirit of Heaviness

I. Today I want to summon us to rebel against what Isaiah calls the “spirit of heaviness” (Is 61:1-3). He’s referring to the disappointment and discouragement that life throws at us that makes us want to lay down and quit. It’s like a heaviness that is ultimately demonic and makes doing anything difficult.

II. Isaiah wrote the prophecy to the exilic Jewish community. Their nation had fallen to the Babylonians and many people had been carried away as slaves, while others (mostly the poor and feeble) were left behind as vassals. Psalm 137 captures the heartache of this period. It describes the heartache of dashed dreams. 

III. These people were feeling this awful discouragement mostly because their leaders (the kings) had failed them (2 Kgs 23:26-27).

A. The Charismatic world has, for the past few years, really been having a leadership crisis in many respects. Even if you are unaffected by this, likely you’ve been let down by some leadership figure in your life, whether it’s a parent, teacher, pastor, politician, etc. 

B. When leaders let us down, and we have to deal with the fallout of their poor decisions, it often results in terrible discouragement. Further, when people that we wanted to believe in us don’t, or we feel hurt by them in some way, it can cause us to question our purpose and significance, etc.

IV. What do we do about this situation? Isaiah says he has good news, and he presents this news as the antidote. It gives hope for the future. Hope propels us into action. The hopeful promises are in Is 61:4-7.

A. When these were originally read, people likely thought about national restoration, the literal rebuilding of cities, and tribute flowing from Gentile nations to Israel (rather than the reverse) (Is 66:20).

B. The trouble is that they were interpreting these promises through the lens their former leaders gave them. 

V. Jesus quotes this passage saying it’s being fulfilled even as he reads it (Lk 4:18-21). He does something really startling though, he redirects the focus of the passage away from Jewish nationalistic hopes.

A. He tells the story of two Gentiles that benefited from God’s mercy when Israel did not. That’s why they want to kill him. Jesus promises a release from bondage, but he implies it’s not just for the Jews (and therefore may not be exactly what they want). He then went to Capernaum and released people from demons and sickness (LK 4:31-37).

VI. The point is that the Jews in Jesus’ day were misreading the passage. They just wanted a good king again like David. Jesus was declaring himself an entirely different kind of king (Mt 20:28). His battle was not with the Romans, but with the demonic power behind Rome.

A. Instead of a king that subjugated the Gentiles, Jesus was a king who died for them, that they might be transformed and become part of the family of God (Ep 2:13).

B. In other words, he was saying, your reading of this promise is way too small. To permanently get free from this spirit of heaviness, you need to redefine your hope. You need to redefine what success looks like.

VII. Notice how Paul describes his ministry to the Gentiles (Rom 15:15-19). He’s literally “boasting” in the glory of the Gentiles, just like Isaiah said, but not in lording it over them, but in his service to them. He was also pulling from Isaiah 66:20—The “brethren” where initially thought to be Jews being repatriated. What Paul realized is they were the Gentiles themselves.

A. Paul literally brought an offering of money from Gentiles to Jerusalem just like Isaiah 61 predicted, but it wasn’t a tribute. It was a free will offering among family (2 Cor 8:9).
The idea that the Gentiles would send tribute under compulsion was way too small. Jesus was saying, “I’ll make them part of our family.”

VII. The point is that God breaks off our Spirit of heaviness by getting rid of our small mindedness and reconnecting us with the cosmic glory of the Gospel. Leadership failures are not a reason to give up, they are an opportunity to let God redefine the goal as something bigger and more beautiful. 

VIII. Here I think is what God is saying about the way forward:

A. Less emphasis on, and worship of, individual leaders, more emphasis on the priesthood of all believers. 

B. Greater emphasis on how to embody the fruit of the Spirit (character of God).

C. Doubling down on teaching all believers how to hear God for themselves.

D. Greater emphasis on community and accountability.

E. Greater stress being placed on the dignity and importance of supposedly “non-spiritual” activities. 

F. Greater respect for diverse experiences with the Spirit so that no one is left out.

G. More emphasis on the steady advancement of the kingdom than on the emotionally draining desperation for revival. 
