Join the Rebellion 8: The “Why” of the Universe

I. We have been doing a long series about rebelling against the spiritual forces of darkness that try to disfigure humanity. The big picture concept is that there are demonically inspired ideas about God, life, and humanity that keep us in bondage. Tearing down these “strongholds” (2 Cor 1:4) is part of mind renewal (Rom 12:2) and is fundamental to being a Christian.

A. Being a “little Christ” (Christian) means learning to agree with how Jesus sees the Father, the world, and you! As we do that, we rediscover what it truly means to be human (Rom 8:29).

II. Today, I want to take a deeper look at an issue that often plagues us—the need to justify our existence. 

A. This need is at the core of what drives all legalistic forms of relationship with God. It’s this thinking behind a lot of our anxieties and self-doubt. It’s the question, “Am I doing enough?” or, more accurately, “Am I enough?”

B. This is, in some ways, the question all of us come out of the womb asking. At first, we offer nothing voluntarily to the world, and yet we want to be taken care of. Babies, even though they don’t know it, are asking, “Is my existence enough for you to take care of me?”

C. As we get older, the world starts to expect things from us, and over time, it gets very easy to begin to tie our worth and self-concept to those things. We start to wonder whether we’re making enough money, have enough friends, pray enough, are close enough to God, have witnessed to enough people, etc.
	
III. This is, in some ways, a 1st world problem. Questions about the meaning of life and whether or not we are fulfilling it don’t arise as often when we’re struggling to find food, shelter, and safety.

A. This is not to make us feel bad; the point is that it’s a privilege to get to ask the question. Getting to ask it means that people who lived before us made great sacrifices so we could experience that blessing.

IV. The problem with questions like this is that no one seems to know the answer to “How much performance is enough?” The answer almost always seems to be, “Well, better than what you’re currently doing.”

A. The fact that there does not seem to be any clear indication in Scripture or the world as to precisely how much we are supposed to achieve on this planet seems to indicate that maybe we’re thinking about the whole thing wrong.

V. Rev 4:5-11

A. This is an intense scene. It’s frightening and awe-inspiring. Our first response to it should not be theology, but worship.

1. I study, and so I can see God, but when I see God, I stop studying, and I worship. 

B. Verse 11 is the key. The universe exists—you included—because God chose it. It exists because it’s what he wanted. He enjoys it.

VI. Mt 6:25-34

A. We could say, “Take no thought of your life, whether you are good enough, or achieving enough.”

1. Lilies don’t try to justify their existence. They are beautiful, but they are incapable of appreciating their own beauty. What if you were beautiful to God in ways that you aren’t capable of totally understanding?

2. Even though they don’t justify their existence, God still takes care of them (just like humans take care of babies). The point is, you are enough for God, totally apart from anything you do to try to earn His love.

B. Jesus does not say here— “Look, you don’t really matter, so focus your life on stuff that does.” Instead, he says, “You matter so much that God will obviously take care of you. Why is that even a question? Therefore, let God worry about you, your life, and whether or not it’s significant, and you busy yourself partnering with him to make earth more like heaven.”

VII. A lily can’t really speculate why people find it beautiful, but people are made in God’s image, so I think we can speculate a bit more about why God likes humans so much. God delights in the act of creation (Gen 1:31; Is 65:17-19). He delights in diversity and growth (Ps 104:20). 

VIII. That’s all great, pastor, but what are we supposed to do now that we exist? I used to say that the question God will ask at the end isn’t, “What did you achieve?” but rather, “How well did you love?” That’s not a bad sermon, but it risks turning love into another form of achievement and an abstract measuring stick.

A. I’m convinced now that what God wants from us, more than anything, is to learn and grow (2 Cor 3:18). This process is worship. The cool thing about learning and growth is that the only measuring stick is where you were before. The goal is just to get a little further down the road.
