Resurrection and the Kingdom

I. A little less than 2000 years ago, a few women set out for a grave outside Jerusalem. What they found would change the world forever. Jesus, the one that they believed was the Messiah, the chosen King, who had been crucified, was raised from the dead.

A. This was good news! In fact, it was incredible news, so good that it has its own word: gospel (1 Cor 15:1-8). In Greek it’s euangelion (where we get the term “evangelism”).

II. Why is it such good news that Jesus rose from the dead? 

III. The disciples knew that God had promised a resurrection (Dan 12:1-3). What they expected was that this resurrection would end the present evil age and usher in the glorious messianic age. 
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A. When they thought about the end of the “world” (“age” or “time period” is more accurate), they didn’t think about the world ceasing to exist, but rather the evil in the world being removed and a glorious, golden age for their nation occurring. 

B. There were differing opinions about the coming Messiah.  The Sadducees didn’t expect a literal Messiah. The Pharisees expected a Davidic figure. The Essenes expected two Messiahs (one political and one spiritual).  

IV. However, the surprising thing was that Jesus was resurrected by himself in a glorified body. This means that the future age is breaking into the present. This is often called the “now/not yet” dichotomy of the Kingdom. 
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V. The Kingdom of God was inaugurated in Christ’s first coming and will be consummated in His second (Col 1:13, 2 Tim 4:1).

A.  This time, where these two Kingdoms exist simultaneously, is where we live.  They are at war with each other.  Eventually, the Kingdom of God will fully supplant the Kingdom of darkness.
VI. Why is it good news that the Kingdom of God has started?

VII. It means basically that we are living the future in the present.  The full Kingdom of God is a future reality, but we get to experience a lot of it here and now.  

A. When we talk about being ambassadors of heaven on earth (2 Cor 5:20; Phil 3:20), we often picture heaven like in another dimension or up in the sky. That’s not really how the early church thought. They were looking forward to the resurrection of the dead and the new heavens and earth. So, when they thought about being ambassadors, they meant they were like Marty McFly, “I’ve come back from the future!”

B. We get to live under the rule of Jesus now. Healing, forgiveness, deliverance, joy, peace, righteousness, etc., are all evidence of God’s inbreaking kingdom. They are pictures of what it will look like one day when everything bows to Jesus. We have the joyful opportunity to tell people how good it is when Jesus is King.

VIII. Part of this now/not yet tension has to do with our current victory over sin. It’s good news because it means if you are in Christ, you have died to sin and are a new creation (the “now” part) (Rom 6:1-3). This means that sin is no longer your nature. It doesn’t mean you’ll never sin, but it does mean that when you do sin, you are acting against your truest self. 

A. Sinful thought patterns may remain (the “not yet” part), as well as wounding or other heart issues that empower sin, but the presence of these things does not mean that sin is your core identity. The Spirit is working in you to uncover the new you (2 Cor 5:17).

B. This is good news because sin is self-destructive. It’s not just doing a bunch of rebellious stuff; it’s living at a level that is less than what we were created to be. We are dead to failure at all levels. It’s not that we never fail; it’s that failure isn’t who we are
(1 Peter 2:24).

V. We are dead to legalism right now (Gal 2:19).

A. This means that it is against your nature to try to earn things from God or prove your worth through your performance. Performance-based insecurity is not who you are. You are an unconditionally loved son or daughter. 

B. The judgmental outgrowth of legalism is also no longer who you are. We don’t need to be better than other people to feel accepted.

C. The fact that we are still growing in these revelations and learning to live them is the “not yet” of the kingdom.

VI. What all this means is that growth—not perfection—is proof that God’s world is invading ours and that he will be faithful to bring the whole thing to completion (Phil 1:6).
