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I. We’re doing a series about the Kingdom of God. The last 60 to 70 years have really changed the way people read the Bible, particularly the Gospels. This deeper understanding has been brought on by reading the NT within the original Jewish context. 

A. The effect is that instead of reading the Bible largely through a Western, individualist, Greco-Philosophical lens, we are learning to read the Bible with first century Jews. The biggest result of that rereading is a deeper understanding of the central significance of the Kingdom of God as the connecting thread throughout the whole Bible. 

B. Reading the Gospels against the background of 2nd Temple Jewish literature has allowed us to make greater sense of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection because those activities are how He became King, inaugurating God’s Kingdom.

II. Paul summarizes the most important parts of the Gospel in 1 Cor 15:3-8. It does of course say that Jesus died for our sins (this is vitally important), but it makes this interesting point that he did so “according to the scriptures.” It’s shorthand for saying that Jesus’ death and resurrection is the conclusion to the long, winding story of God and Israel. What those events mean can only be fully understood in the context of that story, which is what the 1st century Jews were living,

A. The Great commission involves preaching the same Gospel of the Kingdom to the entire creation (Mt 24:14). We’ve done a lot of good telling people about Jesus, but it’s not clear we’ve fully preached the Gospel of the Kingdom in all that it entails. 

III. What exactly did the 1st century Jews believe that should inform our understanding of the good news about the kingdom? It’s easiest to think about this in terms of stories. What stories were shaping their hearts and minds?

A. The basic story of the nation of Israel goes like this: Promise (Abraham), Bondage (Egypt), Rescue Via sacrifice (Passover), Defeat of the Tyrant (Red Sea), Covenant (Yahweh is King), Presence of God (Tabernacle fire), Sin (idolatry), Temple Abandoned,  Bondage (Assyria, Babylon), Promise (prophets), Return from exile, Rebuilt temple (no visible presence), bondage again to Greece, brief period of autonomy under the Hasmoneans (167-37 BC), bondage to the Romans begins in 63 BC when Jerusalem falls to Pompey, but the Hasmoneans serve as vassals until Herod the Great took over Jerusalem in 37. 

B. Expectations were diverse, but the idea that God would intervene again in history to restore Israel, though the Messiah was pervasive. Expectations were partly shaped because it was apparent Daniel’s 70 7’s were almost up (Dan 9:24-27. Lv 26:18).

C. The idea would be that there would be a second Moses, who would lead a second exodus, and set up the new people and new temple. 
IV. The gospel of the Kingdom is this long story, with Jesus drawing all the threads together. Let’s listen to Stephen preach it. 

A. Acts 7:17-29—Notice how he emphasizes the fact the God’s chosen ruler was initially rejected by the people (Ps 118:22).

B. Acts 7:30-58—He shows that Jesus is the second Moses, and that just like Moses he was rejected at first, but now God has made him Lord.

1. He isn’t saying, “Receive Jesus as your personal savior.” (Not that that’s bad). He’s saying, “Recognize that Jesus, whom we killed, is the risen king of the universe.” 

V. At first, this does not seem like good news at all (they cover their ears). How can it be good news that they killed the Messiah? How can that be the end of the story? To understand this, we have to address a terrible fact of history—the prevalent antisemitism in the church. This is due to the idea that Jesus’s blood is on them (Mt 27:25).

A. Using this verse to hate Jews and say that God’s wrath is on them is one of the worst readings of the Bible that has ever occurred. It totally misunderstands what is being communicated. 

B. Israel is the representative of all of humanity. Yahweh isn’t just their God; he’s the only God. When Israel kills Yahweh incarnate, humanity kills God. The point is that the sin is all of ours.

C. Anslem had this idea that the more honorable person you sinned against, the worse the sin was. That’s why sins against God are infinite. He misapplied the idea, but when it comes to sinning against God, it’s helpful. Killing the creator is the ultimate sin. 

D. The good news is that Jesus didn’t stay dead. You can’t be charged with someone’s death if they are still alive.

E. The point is that Jesus summoned the total cataclysm of humanity’s failure into himself on the cross, letting the creation kill the creator, and in so doing, made all other sins moot. When he rose, then, the prosecutor has no more case. 

F. Now, if Jesus’ blood is on you, that’s what you want. That means you were part of that whole thing and you’ve been acquitted. 

VI. The good news, Stephen is saying, is that Jesus’ death didn’t prevent him from becoming King. He is King right now in heaven. That means that the Kingdom of God has started, and that Israel’s and the whole worlds’ restoration can begin if we will submit to Him. We’ll develop this more next week. 
