Understanding the Kingdom of God 5

I. We’re doing a series about the Kingdom of God. Reading the Gospels against the background of 2nd Temple Jewish literature has allowed us to make greater sense of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection because those activities are how He became King, inaugurating God’s Kingdom.

II. Jesus went away (to the Father) to receive authority to rule the earth (Lk 19:11-26). He is right now the rightful ruler and is reigning (Ph 2:6-11; Mt 28:18). His kingdom is “now.” However, He is not here physically and there are things resisting his rule. Therefore, his kingdom is also “not yet.”

	A. Jesus is coming back, but He’s patient, waiting for people to change kings (2 Peter 3:9).

III. This idea of the Kingdom of God was wrapped up in how first century Jews thought about time. 
Many believed in the “two ages” theory, which is that time was linear and progressed from this present evil age to a time of judgment when the Messiah would come, and then the “Kingdom age” would start.
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IV. This idea was based on a lot of OT prophecy (E.g. Dan 2:31-45; Also, Joel 2:28-32; Isaiah 25).

A. The basic idea was that at some point, God would intervene in history and set up his eternal kingdom. In so doing, he would judge the evil kingdoms of the world. Those would cease to exist, and a new “age” or time period would come where the Messiah would rule. Jesus talks from this understanding (Mt 12:32).

B. When Jesus’ disciples asked, “When is the end of the age?”, that’s what they were asking about (Mt 24:3). They weren’t picturing the destruction of everything, just the destruction of their enemies (the biggest one being death) and the ushering in of the new “eternal, kingdom age,”

C. “Eternal life” can also be translated “the life of God’s coming age.” Jesus was saying, “If you believe in me, you can experience the future age right now. The Kingdom can come crashing in on you” (Jn 5:24).

V. Jesus says that the cross is the judgment of the world (John 12:30-35). That does not mean that there is no final judgment (Jn 12:48). It means that for those who will accept it, the cross is judgment that happens in advance of the final judgment. Jesus will draw all humanity into himself and be judged on their behalf, tasting death for every man (Heb 2:9). Now those in Christ are already in a sense raised with Him (2 Col 3:1; Eph 2:5).

A. The experience of the future in the present is called “prolepsis” in theology. It leads to time actually looking like this:   
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VI. This explains Hebrews 6:5. Believers get to experience in the present the powers of the future age. The means things like healing and the other gifts of the Spirit, but it also means:

A. The messianic banquet (Isaiah 25). This is what communion points toward. One day, we’ll all eat with the Messiah in the New Heavens and the New Earth. However, when we fellowship together as a diverse group of people, loving each other like family despite differences, we are experiencing that day proleptically. Pizza Sunday is a really great picture of this fellowship.

B. Righteousness, joy, and peace (Rom 15:17). When we live righteously even in this sinful world, find joy in the midst of suffering and peace in chaos, we are tasting “the powers of the age to come.”

C. Knowing God (Jn 17:3). This is what the outpouring of the Spirit is about. 

VII. This also explains Matthew 11:11-15.  Verse 12 is really enigmatic and has caused a lot of different interpretations. A better translation would read, “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven is breaking forth, and those breaking forth are pursuing it.” It appears to be a reference to the prophesy in Micah 2:12-13.

A. The picture in Micah is of sheep put in a sheepfold for the night. This would be a crude structure made up of cave walls, thorn bushes, and rocks. You’d put the sheep in there to keep them safe overnight. Then, in the morning, the “breaker/shepherd” would remove the barrier, and the sheep would start surging out to find pasture. 

B. John the Baptist was like the breaker, and now Jesus is the king leading the sheep out.

C. Another way to look at it is that the Kingdom of Heaven is like an invasion force. The enemy had a strong wall up, a line of defense, and John the Baptist, the breaker, broke through the enemy lines, and then the king (Jesus) came, leading his followers through and beginning to roll back the darkness. 

D. The Kingdom is “breaking in” to this world, like sheep surging out of a sheepfold. Through prayer, preaching the gospel, etc., we can sort of make the “hole” bigger to allow more of God’s influence to permeate our world. 
