Understanding the Kingdom of God 6

I. We’re doing a series about the Kingdom of God. This idea of the kingdom of God was wrapped up in how first-century Jews thought about time. Many believed in the “two ages” theory, which is that time was linear and progressed from this present evil age to a time of judgment when the Messiah would come, and then the “Kingdom age” would begin.
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II. The NT teaches that the Kingdom of God began in seed form with Jesus’ first coming (MT 13:31-32). However, the present evil age did not immediately end. Therefore, time ended up looking like this:
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III. The experience of the future in the present is called “prolepsis” in theology. Christians are experiencing God’s future kingdom (in seed form) in the present (Heb 6:5). The Kingdom is here now, but not yet fully here. This now/not-yet perspective of the kingdom breaking into the present makes sense of so much of Scripture and of life itself. 

IV. It explains Matthew 11:11-15.  Verse 12 is really enigmatic and has caused a lot of different interpretations. A better translation would read, “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven is breaking forth, and those breaking forth are pursuing it.” It appears to be a reference to the prophecy in Micah 2:12-13.

A. The picture in Micah is of sheep put in a sheepfold for the night. This would be a crude structure made up of cave walls, thorn bushes, and rocks. You’d put the sheep in there to keep them safe overnight. Then, in the morning, the “breaker/shepherd” would remove the barrier and the sheep would start surging out to find pasture. 

B. “From the time of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has been forcing its way in—and the men of force are trying to grab it” (Kingdom New Testament—N.T. Wright’s translation)

V. The idea is that John marked a change in the historical timeline. Through his ministry, God’s future rule began breaking into our present. What it looked like was repentance (returning to God).

	A. A famous analogy for how all of this works is the D-Day V-Day analogy from WWII. 
	Jesus’ first coming is D-Day, his return will be V-Day.

VI. Notice the eschatological way that Jesus talks about John in verse 14. He said that for those who could receive it, John the Baptist is Elijah who was prophesied (Mal 4:5).

A. Before we go further, I want to point out that there have been several people in history who believed they were Elijah (e.g., John Alexander Dowie, William Branham). They were not. The one person who actually was Elijah (John) did not believe he was (John 1:21). People struggle to understand their place in history. It is much better to keep your head down and do your assignment than to worry about who you are.

B. This is an interesting verse that has led to some confusion. Does John the baptist fulfill Mal 4:5 or not? Jesus’ answer is that for some people, he does. What does he mean?

C. Notice how Jesus talks about John/Elijah in Mt 17:11-12. He appears to say two things at once. Elijah will come in the future, and yet Elijah has already come in John. The point is, for those who put faith in Jesus as Messiah, Mal 4:5 is fulfilled, and the kingdom has begun. However, there is still a future consummation to come, and so there is also a sense in which Mal 4:5 is not fulfilled but will be before Jesus returns.

VI. This plays out similarly in the passion narratives Mt 26:29; Jn 19:28-30. The question is, does drinking sour wine/vinegar fulfill Mt 26:29, meaning that the kingdom has come, or does it not fulfill Mt 26:29, meaning that the kingdom is yet to come?

A. In some ways, this passage is the reverse of Jn 2, which forecasts the messianic banquet (Isaiah 25). The idea was that when the kingdom comes, there will be a big party and the messiah will be handing out drinks (Acts 2:15). In that foretaste in John 2, Jesus saved the best wine for last. 

B. Here, in the beginning of the kingdom, he’s drinking the worst wine first. The point seems to be that the kingdom is really breaking in. It’s refreshing and helpful, especially to a dying humanity. However, it is not yet all that it will be when Jesus returns and ushers in the fullness of the Kingdom. 

