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I. The NT teaches that the kingdom of God arrived in Jesus 2000 years ago in seed form. Jesus is right now the rightful King of planet earth, but his rule is not yet fully actualized. We live in the overlap of two kingdoms, the present evil age and the messianic age.

II. Now that we have established this concept, I want to spend some time talking about the implications for how we think about life and theology. We’re going to look at the outpouring of the Spirit in the context of this Kingdom theology. 

III. Joel prophesied that there would be a great outpouring of the Spirit that would mark the transition between the ages (Joel 2:28-32).

A. You can see the transition in that the Spirit is being poured out on all people. This concept was foreign to the Old Testament, but Moses dreamed about it (Num 11:29). In the OT, the Spirit was only poured out on a few special individuals (prophets, priests, kings, and judges).

B. The context of Joel 1 and 2 is that God has brought an army from the north to judge Israel for her sins. This army is 3 things at once: 1) an insect plague, 2) the Babylonians, and 3) the demonic forces behind all foreign powers that oppressed Israel.

C. Joel 2 calls the nation to repentance and says what will happen if they return. The last part, 2:28-32, is about the return of God’s Spirit, which had departed (Ez 10, 11). The idea is that when the Spirit returns, the exile has ended. It means God’s judgment is over, and a new day of mercy and peace has dawned.

D. Notice what else precedes the outpouring (Joel 2:20). This is God promising to get rid of the literal locusts, but more than that, the foreign oppressors, but still more than that, the demonic powers behind all of them.  Here’s the point: when this demonic army is pushed into the sea, that will set the stage for the end of exile and the outpouring of the Spirit.

IV. Look at Mk 4-5:20

A. This is an eschatologically loaded passage. Jesus travels into hostile Gentile territory (the Decapolis). A demonic storm tries to stop him and fails. Then they meet what appears to me to be the principality over the region. He/they is frightened (probably because the storm didn’t work) and worries that the end has happened before expected  (it has and it hasn’t).

B. They run into the sea; a prefiguring being cast into the lake of fire (Rev 20:10). The point is that Jesus defeated the northern army by casting it into the sea, just like Joel promised. 

C. This event is a picture of what happened on the cross, which was the final, cosmic exorcism that casts down the demonic powers and their lying pictures of God (Jn 12:31). This sets the stage for Acts 2.

V. Acts 2 then, must be understood against this dramatic and eschatological (epoch changing) backdrop (Acts 2:1-41).

A. Peter quotes Joel and says, “This is happening!” Then he promises the outpouring of the Spirit to any who will turn and accept Jesus. They are able to do so (turning from false gods) precisely because Jesus defeated the devil on the cross. 

B. Notice the fire and wind, all this intense imagery. The point is that the ages are changing. The end has broken into the present!

VI. What’s the point of the tongues-speech? It makes perfect sense in this broader context. The event is the reversal of Babel. At Babel, people were supernaturally unable to understand each other. In Acts 2, they are supernaturally able to understand one another and then are offered a place in the covenant family of God.

A. The giving of the Spirit is evidence that you are in covenant, that you’re part of God’s family (Rom 8:16; 1 Cor 12:13). This is offered to everyone, including the Gentiles. The point is that God is reclaiming all people from the false gods that they had  been in bondage to since Babel (Deut 32:8-9).

B. Ironically then, tongues, which has been a subject of much division, is meant in this context to be a sign of God’s intent to reunify all of humanity under Jesus. This was prefigured in the Mk 5 story. 

C. The purpose of being Spirit-filled is ultimately so that you can be empowered by God to love like God, who loves his enemies. By loving our enemies, we can help incorporate them into the family of God (which is what God did for us - Mt 5:43-48).

D. All this is why God does not immediately remove all of the challenging people in our lives. First, it’s because he loves them, but second, it’s because if God removed all your enemies, you’d never have the opportunity to become like him by loving them. 

VII. All this means that the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2 marks a brand-new era in human history, where you can be part of something regardless of your social status, race, gender, education, money, etc. You can become part of the Kingdom (family) of God simply by submitting to Jesus’ Lordship. As you do that, the Spirit comes and fills you, demonstrating that you are in fact in the family. This common experience of the Spirit is what’s driving a lot of the unity in the church today. 
