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I. The NT teaches that the kingdom of God arrived in Jesus 2000 years ago in seed form. Jesus is right now the rightful King of planet earth, but his rule is not yet fully actualized. We live in the overlap of two kingdoms, the present evil age and the messianic age. Now that we have established this concept, I’m taking some time talking about the implications for how we think about life and theology. We’re looking at the outpouring of the Spirit in the context of this Kingdom theology. 

II. Joel prophesied that there would be a great outpouring of the Spirit that would mark the transition between the ages (Joel 2:28-32). Acts 2, then, must be understood against this dramatic and eschatological (epoch-changing) backdrop (Acts 2:1-41).

A. Peter quotes Joel and says, “This is happening!” Then he promises the outpouring of the Spirit to anyone who will turn and accept Jesus. 

III. What’s the point of the tongues-speech? It makes perfect sense in this broader context. The event is the reversal of Babel. At Babel, people were supernaturally unable to understand each other. In Acts 2, they are supernaturally able to understand one another and then are offered a place in the covenant family of God.

IV. All this means that the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2 marks a brand-new era in human history, where you can be part of something regardless of your social status, race, gender, education, money, etc. It’s the birth of a new humanity, reconfigured in the image of Jesus (2 Cor 5:17).

V. Let’s back up a bit and see Acts 2 in the even bigger scope of the Biblical story. Genesis 1 describes the creation of the cosmos as a temple (a house for God to dwell in). We know this for several reasons:

A. There are clear parallels between the tabernacle/temple and creation. The sea/basin represents the sea (1 Kgs 7:23-26), the pillars recall the pillars of the earth (1 Kgs 7:15-22). The holy place had the lamp, which many scholars connect with the celestial bodies (stars). The veil is the barrier between the visible heavens and the heavenly realm where God dwells (basically the sky). 

B. Josephus tells us this is how ancient Jews understood it: “every one of these objects is intended to recall and represent the universe.”

C. Later verses describe the cosmos as God’s dwelling place, with the ark being his footstool (Is 66:1-2).

D. The structure of the temple tabernacle with its 3 spaces mimics the 3 increasing areas of holiness in the creation (land outside Eden, Eden, garden within Eden).
VI. The climax of creation is when God moves into the temple (Gen 2:2-3). This is what is indicated by “resting.” Resting, in this context, means ceasing from ordering/structuring activities and beginning operating activities (Deut 12:10).

A. The idea is that God creates the cosmos as a place for him to dwell with his creation, and on the 7th day, he moves in and begins the normal operations of what He has created. Through his priest/kings (humanity), God would rule the earth and extend his glory (garden) over the whole cosmos. 

VII. We know that things quickly go terribly awry afterward, and humanity loses access to the Holy of holies. God set in motion a plan to fix it through Israel, first with the tabernacle and then with the temple. These, too, are lost.

VIII. Finally, we get to Acts 2, which happens after Jesus cries out, “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30). Jesus’ sacrificial labor in recreating humanity (forgiving sin, defeating the devil) was over. He was able to then “rest”—which is to say take up a permanent residence in his new temple (Eph 2:20).

IX. The rest of Acts is about the geographic expansion of the temple, incorporating new people groups. In Acts 8, the Samaritans are filled with the Spirit, in Acts 10, the first Gentiles, shortly thereafter, Paul’s missionary journeys are launched, climaxing in Rome, the “furthest reaches of the earth.”

X. All this follows the purpose statement in Acts 1:8. Here is how I always used to read this verse: “God will empower me to represent Jesus well and tell people about him, perhaps even going on faraway mission journeys, so that those people can go to heaven when they die.”

A. This is not wrong, but it’s too small. It’s important to note that most of the people who receive the Spirit in the book of Acts do not become missionaries. They stay in their towns and are witnesses there.  

B. What Acts 1:8 means is that the Spirit will create little temples (houses of God’s presence/churches) in every part of the world. These churches will be evidence that God is recreating humanity.

XI. This means that the mission of being a witness of Jesus is much bigger than what we do on Sunday mornings. The Spirit will empower us to be witnesses by being better spouses, parents, employees, etc., because the Spirit’s objective is to renovate all human life, not just the “religious” parts.

A. This means that, for those of us living in Kansas City, which is pretty much the uttermost part of the earth compared to Jerusalem, the Spirit will fill us to make us part of this new kingdom (family) under Jesus, so that we can love our enemies, be real humans like Jesus, and therefore be a witness for him wherever we are.
