The Kingdom and Impartation

I. In Romans 1:11, Paul tells the church in Rome that he longs to be with them to impart some kind of Spiritual gift so that they can be strengthened. This concept is really important and beautiful when understood in the broader kingdom theology concept that we’ve been building. 

A. Paul did not think that he could just unilaterally give out the gift of healing or prophecy (1 Cor 12:11).

B. Paul did believe that by laying hands on people and prophesying over them, the Spirit would come and fill them, imparting to them whatever strength the Spirit felt was best (2 Tim 1:6).

II.  What is the significance of impartation within the big picture of what Jesus did in inaugurating the kingdom? There is more to this than I can cover in 1 message, but let’s just look at this interesting story in Acts 8. This story is sometimes called “The Riddle in Samaria.”

A. It’s called that because of the delay between the Samaritans coming to faith and being baptized and their reception of the Holy Spirit.

B. This delay is part of a much bigger debate between Pentecostals and Evangelicals about when the baptism in the Holy Spirit occurs. The question is, does it happen at conversion? (as seems to be the case in Acts 10) or after conversion? (as seems to be the case in Acts 8).

C. I have read and taught and written a lot about that whole thing. I can point you to other messages and notes if you want more information about that.

D. Today, I want to point out that Luke may not have been as interested in solving that debate as we are, considering it doesn’t seem to be the point of what he’s doing. The question is, “What is he doing?”

III. Remember that Acts starts with this kind of “mission statement” in Acts 1:8. Then in Acts 2, the people are filled with the Spirit, and as I’ve tried to explain, this is the undoing of Babel, signaling that God is creating a new humanity, unified by the Spirit, under Jesus leadership.

A. The rest of Acts is this mission playing out. To use a metaphor from the rest of the Bible, it’s the story of how God’s temple (the place he lives) expands to cover the whole earth and people from every tribe and tongue come to Jesus.

B. Samaria is the first test case where the Gospel is expanding beyond its Jewish origins. The Spirit does not fall until Peter and John get there. Remember that John had previously wanted to call down fire on the Samaritans (Lk 9:54).

C. By choosing to use Peter and John to impart the Spirit to the Samaritans, two things happened: 

1. The Samaritans could feel like they were legitimately part of the family because the highest-ranking members were used by God to include them.

2. Peter and John could have no doubt about God’s intent to include the Samaritans. This plays out again in Acts 10 when Peter goes to the Gentiles. He says later that God gave them the Holy Spirit, “putting no difference between them and us” (Acts 15:8-9).

IV. Impartation, then, is largely about the Spirit being poured out to strengthen us as the recreated people of God, clarifying to us that we are all equal members in God’s family.

A. He does this by giving various “graces” or “gifts,” but the gifts all point to something much bigger than themselves. They point to the presence of God’s kingdom at work on the planet, renewing all things.

B. The gifts listed in 1 Cor 12 are just a representative list, not an exhaustive one. The Spirit can empower us however he wants.
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V. You don’t have to be a special person to pray for someone to be filled with the Spirit (Act 9:10-19). However, there do appear to be people who are used frequently by God to be the “delivery person,” if you will.

A. I’m going to pray for anyone who wants me to for a fresh filling of the Spirit. Sometimes I feel led to pray for a specific gift, but today I just want to pray for whatever the Spirit wants to do to make us better humans (that is, more like Jesus).

B. It’s not that I’m giving you something you don’t have. It’s that I’m helping you let out something that is already there. 




 
