The Kingdom and Human Nature 2

I. I’ve been teaching for a long time about the Kingdom of God and how that theology affects how we understand everything else. I’m going to use this Kingdom Now/Not Yet inaugurated eschatology framework to propose some solutions to some of the biggest theological dilemmas surrounding what it means to be human and what it means to be a Christian.  

	A. Last week, I mostly introduced some of the theological difficulties this subject brings 	up. These are questions like, “Why do all humans sin?” “What is the sin nature?” 	“Where is it?” “If two Christians have a child, does that child have a sin nature?” “What 	is the age of accountability?”

		1. Many of these questions are built upon philosophical and metaphysical 			assumptions that we in the West have made that were likely not quite what the 			Biblical authors had in mind. 

		2. Just as an example, last week, I explained that I always used to read Eph 4:24 			as me putting on my new personal identity in Christ. However, the context points 		toward the “new man” actually being the corporate Jew+Gentile family of God 			Jesus created in his death and resurrection (Eph 2:15). 

		3. This has many implications, but one of them is that “putting on the new man” 			has more to do with looking externally toward how the family should behave 			than it does looking inward trying to discern some unique thing about my 			personality/calling. 

II. Today, I want to try to begin answering some of these questions by starting at the beginning.  Answer to the question, “What does it mean to be created in the image of God?” 

	A. A lot of study of humanity in Christian circles jumps pretty quickly into a study of 	sin, but if you don’t understand the image properly, you’ll misunderstand what it is to 	corrupt the image (sin).

III. What does it mean that humans were created in the image of God (Gen 1:26)?

	A. In the West, particularly in the Renaissance and then even more in the 	Enlightenment, Christians began to identify the image of God with human reason. 	Animals, we thought, cannot reason like humans, and therefore the capacity to reason is 	what sets us apart and makes us like God. 

	B. This kind of thinking rooted in an assumption that there are some particular faculties 	that humans are blessed with that are the “image.” Ironically, the people that identified 	those faculties as the reasoning parts of our brains, were mostly philosophers.

		1. This begs the question: What if someone has very impaired reasoning? Are 			they still created in the image of God? Babies can’t philosophize, for example.

	C. Molly and I example; 1 Jn 4:8

III. Most scholars now look at Genesis 1:26 not as describing some capacity that we have, but as a job description. Image-bearing is something we do, not so much something we possess.

	A. The Bible is much more interested in telling us how to direct our faculties towards 	representing God well than it is describing explicitly what those faculties are. 

	B. It works like this: Do you have a big brain? Great, use it to represent God to the 	world. Do you have big emotions? Great, use them to display God’s compassion. Do you 	have hands? Awesome, use them to serve people. Are you good at making people 	laugh? That’s tremendous, do it with kindness. This is literally what Paul is saying in 	Romans 12:3-8.

		1. The astonishing problem we have is that we turned this list and others into a 			Western, introspective, personality test. Paul has no interest in listing all the 			possible gifts or faculties humans possess. That is not the point. The gifts are not 			the image—it’s when we use them in Godly ways that we actually represent  			God. 

	C. One of the simplest ways to “image” God is to be alive. That tends to take some of 	the pressure off. 

IV. If this is the case, then sin and the “sin nature” is not as much some broken inner capacity as it is aiming our capacities at the wrong goals. This is how the Bible tends to describe it (Rom 3:23).

	A. Sinning means to miss the mark or “fall short of the glory.” That’s Biblical terminology 	for living at a level of humanity that is less than what Jesus modeled (Heb 1:3).

V. Jesus came to “re-image” us. This does mean changing some fundamental things inside of us, but that is all pointed at the bigger goal of representing God well on the earth.

	A. Often in life, we can become really concerned with whether or not we have the right 	abilities or capacities.  We have a “self-improvement” culture in the West. This is not 	bad inherently, but taken too far, it can often lead to this endless cycle of feeling 	inadequate, because we have never “self-improved” enough. 

	B. This more Biblical picture of image-bearing provides a healthy solution. It says, 	whatever capacities you have, just use them to display God’s character in whatever way 	you can, and you’ll be doing the world and yourself a favor. And if you have pati’ence 	with yourself in the process, you’ll be bearing the image of the patient God. 
