Being Human 4

I. We are living in an age of increasing dehumanization. What I mean by that is we are increasingly replacing traditionally human experiences with artificial imitations. This leads to purposelessness and depression.

II. The message of Christmas is that God, the uncreated, became a human, his creation. No other belief system comes anywhere near it. Christians should absolutely be thrilled about being human, not trying to escape it. 

III. The most amazing part of being a human is that God himself became a human (Col 2:9). This is the wonder of the incarnation, the wonder of Christmas. This idea was something that captivated the early church in a way that is often lost today. They spent a lot of time thinking about it and debating what it meant.

IV. Jesus came to “re-humanize” people. That is, he came to restore us to the image of God (Rom 8:29). This is the goal of Christianity, not avoiding hell, not being famous, not getting rich, not virality, or other dehumanizing pursuits.

A. For the early church, sin was often thought of as a disease. The invitation to Christ is to be healed of the disease and to become truly human once again. The issue wasn’t that God was going to smite us, it was that we are sick and need a doctor (Lk 5:31).

V. Jesus transforms us by participating in human life. He “assumes” every facet of life in order to heal it. (“What he hath not assumed, he hath not healed”—Gregory of Nazianzus). 

A. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus assumes the broken, rebellious will of humanity, embodying the struggle to do what is right in face of horrific difficulty. As he prays, he, like a smith working steel, bends the will of humanity back into alignment with God (Mt 26:36-45).

VI. Hebrews comments on this process (Hebrews 5:7-10). This passage is challenging because of the questions it raises about Jesus and how it can be that he learns or suffers.

A. A modern reading is that this says that Jesus didn’t really “learn” anything, he just modeled life for us and that’s what this is talking about.

B. The problem is that’s not what the text actually says, and it’s not how the early church fathers read it. They understood it through the idea of the incarnation, that Jesus was human and divine at the same time.

1. Jesus, in his humanity, learned obedience through the suffering of Gethsemane, and was perfected. The growth process was real. God, by becoming incarnate, experienced what it was like to develop Godly character.
VII. Similarly, Lk 2:52 says Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in his fear of God and favor with man. The miracle of the incarnation means that this can actually be true, and yet God can still be God. He can be perfect and not need to grow (in his divinity) and simultaneously his humanity can be incomplete and need to grow.

A. “Incomplete” here does not mean “sinful.” It means lacking full expression. Jesus had to go through the suffering of aligning his will with God’s because that is part of what it is to be human.

B. It’s not that God somehow needed to figure all this stuff out. It’s that by doing it, by “divinizing” Jesus’ humanity, God made it possible for the rest of us to be changed as well. He is healing humanity from the inside out. Heb 5:8 isn’t about Jesus teaching obedience, though he does that, it’s about him creating it on our behalf.

VIII. Let’s look at another story. Mt 3:13-4:11

A. Jesus here assumes more parts of human life. First, he assumes our need for love, acceptance, and public affirmation. God’s voice here is his affirmation to Jesus, and by extension humanity at large. You are supposed to read yourself into the story. By picturing that and saying, “I am God’s beloved, he is pleased with me” you participate in the redemption and growth.

B. Then Jesus assumes the temptation. Often, when we get a revelation, or God calls us to something, the next thing that happens is the word is tested. 

1. We can think of these as attacks by the enemy, which they are, but notice that Jesus is led into the temptation by the Spirit. He deliberately goes into the wilderness where the devil is (ANE geography). It’s more that Jesus is assaulting the devil’s kingdom, but what that looks like is overcoming temptation.

	C. Jesus then passes several fundamental human challenges:

		1. Compromising who we are to prove who we are

		2.  Compromising who we are for short term pleasure/relief

		3. Reducing God and life to formulas that we demand God and people follow.

		4. Compromising who we are to pursue power.

D. Let’s follow Jesus’ warfare strategy and say together, “I renounce my need to prove myself to people. I renounce short term pleasures that rob me of my future. I renounce any small pictures I have of God that make him less amazing than He is. I renounce my need for power, fame, wealth, and all forms of worldly success.”
